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Sunday afternoon at the Movies 
This coming Sunday, November 20 

2:00 P.M. 
Movies for  the young  Disney's Zootopia  and 

The  “older”  Steven Spielberg's Bridge of Spies. 
Pop corn, Lemonade  provided. 

If you have favorite “movie” snack you would like to share please bring it! 
 
 

Advent 
On the First Sunday of Advent, November 27th, materials and supplies will be set up in Ware Hall for you 
and your family to make your own Advent wreath.  Cookies and hot chocolate will be provided as well as 
coffee.  Sign up sheet in Terrill Foyer. 
Also the first Sunday of Advent is “Undie Sunday” of our annual Sunday School Urban Ministry Christ-
mas Outreach.   Socks, tights and/or undies for boys and girls from ages 2 through 16.   The collection box-
es will be at the head of the Grand Staircase.   There will also be envelopes available if you prefer to make 
a monetary donation.  Please make checks payable to Urban Ministry and  mark for Christmas Outreach-
Ascension.  Carl from Urban will pick up once a week.  (see page 3 for details of all Advent Sundays) 
 

 
Grace Burleigh/Dorothy Rodgers Urban Ministry Christmas Outreach 

 Fund Raiser 
An 18 inch doll with wardrobe and an Undersea Lego Set will find new homes December 11th. 

To raise money to fund this outreach project tickets for the doll and Lego set are $1 each. The Knitwits 
make sweaters for teddy bears and the bears are given Urban for the children. Knitwits also makes lap 
robes for folks confined to wheel chairs.  All the bears and robes will be on display December 11th. 



2 

 

 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension 

Established 1953 
Vestavia Hills, Alabama 

(205) 822-3480 
www.ascensionepiscopal.org 
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Ascension Episcopal Kindergarten 

Laura A. Maddox, Director- (205) 979-8711 
laura.a.maddox@me.com 

 
 

Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
Chartered 1830 

Diocesan Office [ (205) 715-2060 
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Second Sunday Series 

Have you ever wondered what happens on a Cursillo weekend? 

Cursillo is a worldwide lay leadership ministry of the Episcopal Church.  In 
Alabama, Cursillo begins with a three-day weekend at wonderful Camp 
McDowell.  It offers an opportunity to strengthen your faith in an atmosphere 
free from everyday distractions, and filled with worship, individual meditation, 
song, laughter, and love. 

Please plan to join us on Sunday, December 11th, at 9:15 in the Sunshine 
Room for an informal conversation with your fellow parishioners who have 
been on the Cursillo journey, who will answer your questions, and share the 
joy of a deepening experience of Christ's love for us. 

 
With the Christmas holidays fast upon us, we want to 
give all our Young at Heart senior ladies and gentlemen 
a heads up. Our second annual Christmas get-together 
will be Sunday, December 18th, from 2:00 to 4:00. 

We'll have an abundance of tasty holiday treats, Christ-
mas hymns and classics, photo booth, and the best hot 

chocolate in town.   Look for the sign-up sheet in Terrell foyer. Please let us 
know if you would like a ride.  It would be our pleasure to pick you up.    

                                            Eileen Epstein, Chairman/Parish Life Committee  

 
ECW-Episcopal Church Women 

If you ordered the Fall Food Fair chicken corn chowder 
and/or chili and did not pick your order up Sunday 
please check with Carolyn Eike, 991-7287.  More than 
likely your order is in the freezer with your name on it 
but check with Carolyn to be sure. 

ARE YOU READY FOR OUR BAKE SALE ?  

  It's time to start planning!!  Please plan to 
bring something - sweet, savory, soup or 

casserole-anything your family enjoys 
would perfect !!  It's a great time for teach-
er or office gifts. The sale is Sunday, De-
cember 11th.   A donation box will be at 

church beginning Friday, December 9th, but feel free to 
bring items Sunday too.   REMEMBER - our sale is TO-
TAL PROFIT !!  Thanks in advance for your support 

  
 
 

 
 
 

We welcome into the Church and our Parish Family by 
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

Ella Dale Wiley 
The Sunday after All Saints’ Day 

November 6, 2016 
Ella is the daughter of Shane and Jessica Wiley. 

 
ñSuffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of God.ò    Mark 10:14 

Always thankful  
Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, wrote the 
hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” in 1636. At the 
time, the Thirty Years’ War was ravaging central Eu-
rope, claiming millions of lives. Rinkart served as pas-
tor in Eilenburg, a walled town that became a crowded 
refuge for starving fugitives. Al-though Rinkart was 
struggling to provide for his own family, he opened his 
own home to people in need.  

After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted 
up to 50 funerals a day — including services for his 
wife and the only other two pastors in town. Amid the 
despair, he wrote many hymns, including “Now Thank 
We All Our God.” Originally intended as a table pray-
er, it’s now sung at Thanksgiving to remember God’s 
“countless gifts of love” — even during hardships.  
 

 
 
 

Music at Christmas  
A special treat awaits us on Christmas Eve!  The tre-
ble voices of the Ascension Choir will sing Benjamin 
Britten's famed "Ceremony of Carols" accompanied 
by harpist Abigail Acker.  Composed during WW II, 
the "Ceremony" is one of the most beloved pieces in 
the Christmas repertoire. As is our custom, it will be 
presented at 4:30 as the prelude to the 5:00 service. 

mailto:Ascenbham@ascensionepiscopal.org
mailto:ascensiondioala@gmail.com
mailto:laura.a.maddox@%20me.com
http://www.dioala.org/


3 

 

 

 ANNUAL ADVENT OUTREACH, 2016 
 

 The Sunday School/EYC Advent Outreach this 
year will begin the First Sunday of Advent, November 
27th .   In past years we have designated Sundays for the 
collection of items that bring a little Christmas cheer to 
children and their families and senior citizens who have 
found themselves on "hard times."  This has worked won-
derfully well due to your generosity.  We ask your partici-
pation again this year. 
 Our collection site will be in place next to the Sun-
shine Room.  In case you do not have time to shop enve-
lopes marked “Advent Outreach” will be available. (Checks 
should be made to Urban Ministry marked For: Christmas 

Outreach-Ascension). 

   
"UNDIE SUNDAY", November 27 

Please plan to bring new socks and undies for boys and 
girls from 2 years of age to 16.  If you don’t get to shop for 
any of these items please feel free to use one of the enve-
lopes in the box on the table and place it in the "box on the 
table. 

 
 "WISHBOOK SUNDAY", DECEMBER 4 

This is the first Sunday in December.  Please bring a new 
(or nearly new) toy or game: doll, stuffed animal, infant 
pull/squeeze toy, action figure, baseball, football, soccer 
ball, toy car or truck, coloring books, colors, tea set, cos-
tume jewelry, yo-yos, monopoly, children & youth puzzles, 
tapes (music or blank)  ― something a youngster between 
the ages of 2 and 16 would love to find under the tree on 
Christmas morning. 
  

"GROWN-UP SUNDAY", DECEMBER 11 
This is our Covered Dish Lunch Sunday, 2nd Series Sun-
day, and Holiday Bake Sale Sunday.  Suggested items that 
would be appropriate as gifts for adults: cologne, handker-
chiefs, scarves, billfolds, wallets, soaps, lotions, tooth 
paste, tooth brushes, hair brushes, combs, gloves, slippers, 
stockings, socks, stocking hats, costume jewelry, ties, puz-
zles, etc.  Envelopes will be  available in case you don't get 
to shop.    
  

"FOOD SUNDAY", DECEMBER 18 
The only kind of canned foods we cannot accept are home 
canned goods.   We would also appreciate any brown or 
plastic grocery bags that you were just going to throw 
away.  If you would like to bring food before the 18th, 
please do.  Urban will be making pickups every Tuesday.  
Please note:  Food is always welcome and not just on this 
Sunday. 
   

Please do not wrap your gifts. 
(Hint:  paper, ribbon and bows would be welcomed) 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you  to everyone who helped to make 
Happening a big success especially  the cooks, the 
drivers, the people who provided showers,  the people 
who provided snacks and meals,  Chris Lambert, Mar-
tha and Bill Oyston, and Sam and Sharon Linton. 
A picture is posted in the glass case next to the parish 

office with a thank you on the Happening bulletin 

board. 

 

  

 

 
You are Invited 

To attend the  

Advent Educational Series 
 beginning Sunday, November 27th 

 3:45 P.M. 
 
You will need to purchase and read Nine Essen-
tial Things I’ve Learned About Life  by Harold 
S. Kushner, author of When Bad Things Happen 
to Good People. 

 
Nine Essential Things… may be found online 

www.amazon.com 
 or  

www.barnesandnoble.com 
 

This will be an opportunity to develop your spir-
itual lifeline and draw parallels to what you have 
learned about your own life. 
 
Sign-up sheet is in Terrill Foyer.  Please include 
with your name your phone number and/or email 
address. 
 
 

In the Parish Office/822-3480 

1. Receipts for donations to Urban Ministry and  to 
55th Place. 

2. 2017 Flower Chart. 

3. Copies of Nov.-Jan. Forward Day by Day. 

4. Booklets for planning weddings and/or funerals 
at the Ascension. 

5. Birthday calendar. 

http://www.amazon.com
http://www.barnesandnoble.com
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Senior Warden 
John Thompson 

 215-3724 
 

Junior Warden 
Michael Eike 

991-7287 
 

Organist-Choir Director 
Michael G. Sparks … 870-8103 

 
Christian Formation Director 
Amanda Austin ….. 822-3480 

 
Youth Ministries ….. 822-3480 

Olivia Thompson, Jane-Ellen Shu-
mate and Mary Beth Mann.   

 
Nursery ….. 822-3480 
 Samantha Baldwin 
Givonni Symonette 

 
Treasurer 

Len Skelton … 541-0741 

Assistant Treasurers 
Laurie Tanner … 982-1116 

Jeff Lees. ….. 410-6212 
 

Members of Vestry 
Kathryn Bringman, Mary Beth 

Mann, John Wilson,  Jeannie Duke, 
Eileen Epstein,  

Chris Lambert, John  Thompson,  
Michael Eike, Elaine Graham,  

Jeff Lees, David Snow 

Clerk of the Vestry  
Lee Ann Fieselman 

  

SUNDAY CHRISTIAN FORMATION AT ASCENSION  

Sunday School   9:15am. Preschool –5th grade. Meet in their classrooms 
and then come together for Chapel.  From chapel they join their parents 
for communion.  

The  Youth (grades 6-12) meet in the EYC loft in Ware Hall until time for 
acolytes to vest.  

WEEKLY ADULT  CHRISTIAN FORMATION  

Mondays-Brown Bag Bible Study, 11:00am; Bring your Bible and a  
sandwich for lunch at noon.  Beverages and dessert provided. 

Tuesdays - EfM.  If you are interested in knowing more about this class 
please contact: Fr. Stephen at fathersdhood@gmail.com or  Dick Louns-
bury rlounsbury6506@bellsouth.net. 

Wednesday.  Noon Day Holy Communion service. 

Wednesday.  5:00pm.  EYC/Youth 

Wednesday.   Rehearsal at 7:00 P.M.. with warm-up on Sunday mornings 
at 9:00 A.M. 

Thursday.  Bible Class led by the Rector meets at 8:00am except on holi-
days. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

To the Ascension  

Website 
Ctrl Click Here   

Reminders 

Ḑeadline for December newsletter will 
be  Sunday, November 27th. 

P̧lease observe quiet in the Nave and 
narthex preceding the service so as not 
to disturb prayer and quiet reflection in 
preparation for worship.  Also, please 
silence cell phones before and during the 
service. 

W̧ould you like your membership 
letter transferred to the Ascension?  
Please contact the parish office, 822-
3480.  We will be happy to send you a 
form to fill in with the information we 
will need to contact your former church 
home. 

B̧efore booking any event for the 
church or parish house please check the 
master calendar in the church office. 

Ctrl Click Heading to keep 
up with current and upcom-
ing events in our Diocese 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE CD .    Cop-
ies of our worship services are provided 
by request.  The Sunday 10:00 service 
and other special services during the 
year are usually recorded.  Please con-
tact Elizabeth Tanner, 982-1831 or the 
church office 822-3480. 

òif we love one another, God lives 
in us and his love is made complete 
in usó (1 John 4:12). 

EYC 

11/27 - Rake & Run. Meet at Church at 3 pm and we will be back to 
church for the 5 pm service. Bring a rake!  

Contacts: 

Mary Beth, mbhmann@gmail.com   
Olivia, pres877@aol.com 
Jane-Ellen, janesherrod86@hotmail.com  

 
Many, many thanks to Lee Jenkins for working on the right side Nar-
thex door to correct a problem with the door sliding too close to the 
door sill. 

mailto:fathersdhood@gmail.com
mailto:rlounsbury6506@bellsouth.net.
http://www.ascensionepiscopal.org
http://dioala.org/
mailto:mbhmann@gmail.com
mailto:pres877@aol.com
mailto:janesherrod86@hotmail.com

